
Our History 
KC council takes name of early mission church pastor 

Msgr. Joseph Lederer 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     On March 8, 1958, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Msgr. Joseph Lederer Council 
#4549 was chartered at St. Bernard Parish 
in Middleton. 
     Fr. Lederer was the pastor at St. Peter’s 
Parish in Ashton and St. Bernard Parish in 
Middleton in 1918 after being trained as a 
chaplain in the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps 
during World War I. 
     “He was a devout man with unusual 
foresight,” according to Lorena Gordon’s 
book, “100-year history of St. Bernard 
Parish.” 
     Lederer was born June 4, 1879 in Mil-
waukee and educated at St. Michael’s Pa-
rochial School, St. Francis High School 
and St. Francis College, all in Milwaukee.  
     He received theological training at St. 
Francis Seminary and was ordained on 
June 21, 1903. He was also a member of 
the Knights of Columbus and Foresters.  
     Lederer attended U.S. Army Chaplain 
School from June 1-24, 1918 at Fort Mon-
roe, Va. He was one of 16 priests sent by 
the Diocese of Milwaukee.  
     Each diocese and religious order were 
requested by the U.S. Army to send a num-
ber of chaplains based on the total number 
of priests under their jurisdiction, accord-
ing to “U.S. Catholic Chaplains in the 
World War” by George J. Waring. 
     Lederer was one of many priests 
“whose applications had been received by 
the Chaplain Bishop (Patrick J. Hayes) and 
who were ready for appointment at the 
time the Armistice was signed and who 
were prevented from getting into actual 
service by the cessation of hostilities,” 
according to Waring’s book. 
     After he was discharged by the Army, 
Lederer was assigned to the Ashton and 
Middleton parishes by the Diocese of Mil-
waukee. 
     In 1920, the population of the village of 

Middleton was 791, while the town was 
1,064.  
     The church had a little over 50 fami-
lies, according to the parish history. 
     “It was during his reign that the size 
of the church was enlarged, a meeting 
room was built beneath the church, a 
house and lot were purchased directly 
east of the church, and the first thoughts 
of a resident pastor were expressed,” 
according to the parish history. 
     On Feb. 20, 1930, Lederer was trans-
ferred to Holy Redeemer Church in Mad-
ison.  

     In writing about Fr. Lederer’s transfer, 
the Middleton Times-Tribune described 
him as popular with members of all de-
nominations and a leader in religious and 
civil affairs, according to the parish histo-
ry. 
     He had also been the chaplain of the 
local American Legion post. 
     Lederer passed away on Jan. 7, 1955 
at the age of 75. He was buried at St. 
Matthew Catholic Cemetery in Camp-
bellsport, Wis. 
     For many years, Middleton men had 
been members of the Knights of Colum-
bus Council in Cross Plains, but all of 
that changed in 1958.  
     The parish’s first council named for 
Fr. Lederer was started with Fr. Ferdi-
nand Mack, the first full-time pastor at 
St. Bernard parish, as the chaplain.  
     The other officers were: Ed Hickman, 
grand knight; Frank Stricker, deputy 
grand knight; and John Koch, district 
deputy. 
     Their projects included the Tootsie 
Roll sale, the Catholic Education Fund, 
pancake breakfast for the seminary and 
taking veterans to Mass at the Veterans 
Hospital in Madison. 
     The new altar in the new church was 
furnished through the efforts of the Holy 
Name Society and the new Knights of 
Columbus council, according to the par-
ish history. 
     To this day, the council continues to 
recruit devout men like Fr. Lederer, who 
are leaders in the church and in the com-
munity. 
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Pictured here is the 
charter class of Msgr. 
Lederer Council #4549 
in 1958. Fr. Ferdinand 
Mack, the parish pastor 
and council chaplain, is 
in the middle of the 
bottom row. There were 
64 members in this first 
group. 


